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ROTARY INPUT DEVICE

CLAIM OF PRIORITY

This application claims benefit of Japanese Patent Appli-
cation No. 2014-016542 filed on Jan. 31, 2014, which is
hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a rotary input device by
which a click feeling can be obtained.

2. Description of the Related Art

In recent years, a rotary input device by which a click
feeling can be obtained is used in various industrial fields.
For example, an information input device for rotation detec-
tion is disclosed in Japanese Unexamined Patent Application
Publication No. 2003-280799.

FIG. 24 is an exploded perspective view showing an
information input device 100 disclosed in Japanese Unex-
amined Patent Application Publication No. 2003-280799.
FIGS. 25A and 25B are perspective views showing a rota-
tion detection magnetic body 152 of FIG. 24, FIG. 25Ais a
perspective view showing a positional relationship of a hall
IC 1364 with respect to a rotation detection magnetic body
152, and FIG. 25B is a perspective view showing a portion
of the rotation detection magnetic body 152 in an enlarged
manner.

Aholding ring 164 and an operation dial 154 are in a state
of being rotatably held on a base 120, and if the holding ring
and the operation dial are pressed, the holding ring and the
operation dial are mounted to turn a central tact switch 133
on. Moreover, in the operation dial 154, if where the center
portion of the operation dial is separated vertically and
horizontally is pressed from the upper portion, the operation
dial acts on the tact switch 132 and turns the tact switch on.

A click feeling generating magnetic body 142 is config-
ured of two arc pieces 144a and 1445, and two arc pieces are
integrally held by one annular holding portion 146 and are
positioned on one circumference. The arc pieces 144a and
1445 are formed of a magnetic body, and thus, are magne-
tized to bear magnetism. The rotation detection magnetic
body 152 is integrally mounted to the operation dial 154. An
outer diameter of the rotation detection magnetic body 152
is larger than an outer diameter of the click feeling gener-
ating magnetic body 142, and similar to the arc pieces 144a
and 144b, the rotation detection magnetic body is formed of
a magnetic body, and thus, is magnetized to bear magnetism.

A magpnetic field defined by magnetic poles of the rotation
detection magnetic body 152 is detected by hall ICs 136a
and 1365, and if the operation dial 154 is rotated, strength of
the detected magnetic field is changed, and thus, it is
possible to detect a rotation amount and a rotation direction
of the operation dial 154.

The click feeling generating magnetic body 142 is posi-
tioned inside the rotation detection magnetic body 152 and
magnetically interacts with the rotation detection magnetic
body 152, and if the operation dial 154 is rotated, a click
feeling is generated by the magnetic interaction. The rotation
detection magnetic body 152 is formed in a doughnut shape,
and as shown in FIG. 25A, N poles and S poles are
alternately disposed with a constant pitch when viewed from
the above. As shown in FIG. 25B, in a portion of the N pole
when viewed from the above, the upper side becomes the N
pole and the lower side becomes the S pole. Moreover, in a
portion of the S pole when viewed from the above, the upper
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side becomes S pole and the lower side becomes N pole.
This makes the rotation detection magnetic body 152 mag-
netize vertically for each range corresponding to the pitch.
The click feeling generating magnetic body 142 is also
magnetized by the similar method.

According to the magnetic interaction between the rota-
tion detection magnetic body 152 and the click feeling
generating magnetic body 142, the click feeling is generated
for each disposition angle pitch of the sets of the N poles and
the S poles. Accordingly, for example, it is possible to
remove unevenness or variation in the click feeling gener-
ated due to dimensional errors or wear of the rotation
detection magnetic body 152 or the click feeling generating
magnetic body 142.

However, in the rotation detection magnetic body 152 and
the click feeling generating magnetic body 142, the S poles
and the N poles are alternately disposed in the circumfer-
ential direction, and for example, complicated magnetizing
means in which the positions of the poles are slightly
deviated and the poles are magnetized is required. There-
fore, there is a problem that a cost according to the magne-
tization is increased. Moreover, when magnetic attraction is
not strong, it is not possible to obtain an improved click
feeling.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a rotary input device
capable of decreasing a cost required for a structure to obtain
a click feeling and obtaining an improved click feeling.

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a rotary input device including: a first annular
magnetic body in which a plurality of outward protrusions
protruding toward an outside in a radial direction are dis-
posed along a circumferential direction; a second annular
magnetic body in which a plurality of inward protrusions
formed to oppose the outward protrusions of the first mag-
netic body are disposed along a circumferential direction;
and a rotary knob configured to relatively rotate the first
magnetic body and the second magnetic body, in which at
least one of the first magnetic body and the second magnetic
body includes a magnet in which opposing surfaces facing
each other are vertically disposed and which is magnetized
to two poles of an upper pole and a lower pole including the
opposing surfaces, a pair of yokes that interposes the oppos-
ing surfaces of the magnet vertically, and the outward
protrusion or the inward protrusion formed on the pair of
yokes.

According to this configuration, the upper surface and the
lower surface of the magnet magnetized to two poles ver-
tically are interposed by the yokes, the outward protrusions
or the inward protrusions are formed on the yokes, and thus,
it is possible to effectively transmit the magnetic flux of the
magnet to opposing magnetic bodies. Therefore, the mag-
netic attraction is increased, and it is possible to improve the
click feeling generated when the rotary knob is operated by
the change of the magnetic attraction. Since the magnet is
vertically magnetized, a simple structure is obtained even
when the magnet is an annular shape, and the manufacturing
of the magnet is easy. Accordingly, it is possible to provide
the rotary input device in which the cost can be decreased
and the click feeling is improved.

In addition, in the rotary input device of the aspect, the
rotary input device may include a case member configured
to rotatably support the rotary knob, the cam member may
be interposed between the case member and the rotary knob,
and the cam member may position the rotary knob with a
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rotation position at which the inward protrusion and the
outward protrusion oppose each other as a defined position,
and may apply an operation reaction force to the rotary knob
when the rotary knob is rotated from the defined position.

According to this configuration, since the cam member
applies the operation reaction force to the rotary knob, it is
possible to prevent the rotary knob from not being stopped
and being continuously vibrated, and it is possible to limit
the continuous rotation. Moreover, since the click feeling is
generated by the change of the magnetic attraction, it is
possible to decrease the operation reaction force generated
in the cam member. Accordingly, since the friction force or
the like applied to the cam member is decreased, wear is
decreased and the lifespan can be lengthened.

Moreover, in the rotary input device of the aspect, the cam
member may include a spherical body, an elastic body that
biases the spherical body, and a sliding portion that is
formed in a concave shape or a convex shape continuous to
the rotary knob, the sliding portion may have a rotation
position at which the inward protrusion and the outward
protrusion oppose each other as a maximum point of the
concave shape, a rotation position corresponding to an
intermediate position between the inward protrusion and the
outward protrusion may be set to a maximum point of the
convex shape when the inward protrusion and the outward
protrusion are relatively rotated, and the spherical body may
move on the sliding portion against an elastic force applied
from the elastic member according to the operation of the
rotary knob.

According to this configuration, since the cam member
can be configured by a simple structure, it is possible to
decrease the cost. In addition, since the click feeling is
generated by the change of the magnetic attraction, it is
possible to decrease the elastic force of the elastic member
generating the operation reaction force, and thus, the opera-
tion sound or the wear due to the sliding is not easily
generated.

In addition, in the rotary input device of the aspect, each
of the first magnetic body and the second magnetic body
may include the magnet, the pair of yokes, and the outward
protrusion or the inward protrusion formed on the pair of
yokes, and the magnet of the first magnetic body and the
magnet of the second magnetic body may be positioned to
be vertically inverted to each other and to be magnetized.

According to this configuration, the first magnetic body
and the second magnetic body respectively include the
magnets, the magnets are disposed to attract each other, and
thus, it is possible to further increase the magnetic attraction.

Moreover, in the rotary input device of the aspect, the
magnet may be an electromagnet including a core material
and a coil material wound around the core material.

According to this configuration, the magnet is an electro-
magnet, and since it is possible to control the magnetic
attraction by energizing the coil material, it is possible to
freely change the operation feeling.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a rotary input device
of a first embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing the rotary input
device of the first embodiment;

FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view showing a rotary
knob and a click feeling generating portion in the rotary
input device of the first embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a front view showing the rotary input device of
the first embodiment;
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FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view taken along line V-V of
FIG. 4,

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view taken along line VI-VI of
FIG. 4,

FIG. 7 is an explanatory view showing a defined position
of an initial state where a first magnetic body and a second
magnetic body are relatively rotated;

FIG. 8 is an explanatory view showing flows of magnetic
flux of the first magnetic body and the second magnetic body
in an A portion of FIG. 5;

FIG. 9 is an explanatory view showing magnetic attrac-
tion when the second magnetic body is rotated from the
defined position;

FIG. 10 is an explanatory view showing magnetic attrac-
tion when the second magnetic body is further rotated from
the defined position;

FIG. 11 is an explanatory view showing an example in
which a shape of an outward protrusion of the first magnetic
body and a shape of an inward protrusion of the second
magnetic body are different from each other;

FIG. 12 is an explanatory view in which rotary torque by
the magnetic attraction in the examples shown in FIGS. 6
and 11 is compared;

FIG. 13 is an exploded perspective view showing a rotary
knob and a click feeling generating portion in a rotary input
device of a second embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 14 is a cross-sectional view showing a rotary input
device of the second embodiment;

FIG. 15 is a cross-sectional view showing a rotary input
device of a third embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 16 is an explanatory view showing flows of magnetic
flux of a first magnetic body and a second magnetic body in
a B portion of FIG. 15;

FIG. 17 is a block diagram showing a rotary input device
of a fourth embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 18 is a cross-sectional view showing the rotary input
device of the fourth embodiment;

FIG. 19 is an explanatory view showing flows of magnetic
flux of a first magnetic body and a second magnetic body in
a C portion of FIG. 18;

FIG. 20 is a cross-sectional view showing a first modifi-
cation of the first embodiment;

FIG. 21 is a cross-sectional view showing the first modi-
fication of the first embodiment, and is an explanatory view
of a pushing-down operation;

FIG. 22 is a cross-sectional view showing a second
modification of the first embodiment;

FIG. 23 is a cross-sectional view showing the second
modification of the first embodiment, and is an explanatory
view of a tilting operation;

FIG. 24 is an exploded perspective view showing an
information input device in the related art; and

FIGS. 25A and 25B are perspective views showing a
rotation detection magnetic body of FIG. 24, FIG. 25A is a
perspective view showing a positional relationship of a hall
IC with respect to the rotation detection magnetic body, and
FIG. 25B is a perspective view showing a portion of the
rotation detection magnetic body in an enlarged manner.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be
described in detail with reference to the drawings. Moreover,
for convenience of understanding, scales in the drawings are
appropriately changed.
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First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a rotary input device
1 of a first embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 2 is a
perspective view showing the rotary input device 1 of the
first embodiment. FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view
showing a rotary knob 20 and a click feeling generating
portion 10 in the rotary input device 1 of the first embodi-
ment. FIG. 4 is a front view showing the rotary input device
1 of the first embodiment. FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view
taken along line V-V of FIG. 4. FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional
view taken along line VI-VI of FIG. 4.

The rotary input device 1 of the present embodiment is a
mechanism by which an operator performing a rotation input
operation of the rotary knob 20 obtains a click feeling. More
specifically, the rotary input device is used for an input
operation mechanism used in an input operation of elec-
tronic equipment or a vehicle. For example, different opera-
tion contents are input according to a rotation angle from a
predetermined rotation position. As shown in FIG. 1, a
rotation detection portion 50 detecting a rotation angle of the
rotary knob 20 is provided, and rotation angle information
detected by the rotation detection portion 50 is output to
electronic equipment or the like. Moreover, the rotation
detection portion 50 detects not only the rotation angle but
also a rotation direction or a rotational speed, for example.

The rotary knob 20 is a molding member that includes a
cylindrical operating portion 205, and a shaft portion 20a
that is concentrically formed with the operating portion 205.
The rotary knob 20 is accommodated in a case member 40
that rotatably supports the rotary knob 20, and the operating
portion 205 protrudes from an opening of the case member
40. In descriptions below, Z1 side of FIG. 2 is defined as an
upper side, and 72 side is defined as a lower side. However,
the directions do not limit directions during use.

The click feeling generating portion 10 is accommodated
between the operating portion 2056 of the rotary knob 20 and
the shaft portion 20a. The click feeling generating portion 10
is disposed so that a first magnetic body 11 and a second
magnetic body 21 are rotated relative to each other.

The first magnetic body 11 is an annular member in which
a plurality of outward protrusions 11a protruding toward the
outside in a radial direction are disposed along a circumfer-
ential direction, and includes a magnet 12 that is magnetized
to two poles of an upper pole and a lower pole, and a pair
of'yokes 13 and 14 that interposes the magnet 12 vertically.

The magnet 12 is a permanent magnet molded in an
annular shape, and in the magnet, opposing surfaces 12a and
1254 facing each other are disposed vertically, and the magnet
is magnetized to two poles of the upper pole and the lower
pole including the opposing surfaces 12a and 125.

The pair of yokes 13 and 14 are magnetic materials
formed in annular shapes, and in the present embodiment, a
steel material is used. As shown in FIG. 3, a plurality of
outward protrusions 13a (16 outward protrusions in FIG. 3)
which are outward protrusions 11a are formed on the outer
circumference of the yoke 13. Similarly, a plurality of
outward protrusions 14a (16 outward protrusions in FIG. 3)
which are outward protrusions 11a are formed on the outer
circumference of the yoke 14. The first magnetic body 11 is
fitted to a fixing member 15 while interposing the magnet 12
so that the outward protrusions 13a and 14« of the yokes 13
and 14 overlap with one another vertically. The outward
protrusions 13a and 14a of the yokes 13 and 14 protrude to
the outside in the radial direction from the outer diameter of
the magnet 12, and outer diameters of virtual circles of
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portions in which the outward protrusions 13a and 14a are
not formed are approximately the same as the outer diameter
of the magnet 12.

The second magnetic body 21 of the present embodiment
is an annular magnetic material that is concentrically dis-
posed with the first magnetic body 11, and in the present
embodiment, a steel material is used for the second magnetic
body. As shown in FIG. 3, a plurality of inward protrusions
21a are formed on the inner circumferential surface of the
second magnetic body 21 along the circumferential direc-
tion. As shown in FIG. 5, the length of each inward
protrusion 21a is lengthened vertically (Z1-72 direction) to
oppose each of the outward protrusion 13a of the yoke 13
and the outward protrusion 14a of the yoke 14 in the first
magnetic body 11. Moreover, the inward protrusion 21a and
the outward protrusion 11a (13a and 14a) are disposed so
that a rotation position at which the inward protrusion 21a
and the outward protrusion 11a (13« and 14a) oppose each
other becomes a defined position (refer to FIGS. 6 and 7).

In the present embodiment, the second magnetic body 21
is inserted to be fixed to the operating portion 205 of the
rotary knob 20 so that the second magnetic body is integrally
rotated with the rotary knob 20. On the other hand, as shown
in FIGS. 2 to 6, the first magnetic body 11 is fitted to the
fixing member 15 and fixed to the case member 40. The shaft
portion 20a of the rotary knob 20 is inserted into the fixing
member 15 via a rotary introduction member 45, and the first
magnetic body 11 and the second magnetic body 21 are
concentrically held in a non-contact state.

As shown in FIG. 5, a rotation angle sensor 52 detecting
a rotation angle of the rotary knob 20 is disposed in the case
member 40, and a rotation angle detection magnet 51
attached to the shaft portion 20a of the rotary knob 20 and
the rotation angle sensor 52 configure a rotation detection
portion 50. In addition, wires or the like for leading an
output of the rotation angle sensor 52 to the outside of the
case member 40 are omitted.

Next, an operation in which the rotary input device 1 of
the present embodiment applies operation feeling of the
rotary knob 20 will be described.

FIG. 7 is an explanatory view showing the defined posi-
tion of an initial state where the first magnetic body 11 and
a second magnetic body 21 are relatively rotated. FIG. 8 is
an explanatory view showing flows of magnetic flux of the
first magnetic body 11 and the second magnetic body 21 in
an A portion of FIG. 5. FIG. 9 is an explanatory view
showing magnetic attraction when the second magnetic
body 21 is rotated from the defined position. FIG. 10 is an
explanatory view showing the magnetic attraction when the
second magnetic body 21 is further rotated from the defined
position.

As shown in FIG. 7, the rotation position at which the
inward protrusions 21a and the outward protrusion 1la
oppose each other is defined as the defined position. At this
time, as shown in FIG. 8, if the magnetic flux of the magnet
12 flows from the N pole to the S pole, a closed loop in
which the magnetic flux passes through the outward protru-
sions 14a of the yoke 14, the inward protrusions 21a of the
second magnetic body 21, and the outward protrusions 13a
of the yoke 13 is formed. Accordingly, the magnetic attrac-
tion is generated between the first magnetic body 11 and the
second magnetic body 21, and as shown in FIG. 7, the first
magnetic body and the second magnetic body are stable in
the defined position at which the inward protrusions 21a and
the outward protrusions 1la oppose each other. If the
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operating portion 205 of the rotary knob 20 is rotated from
the defined position, operation feeling is generated by the
magnetic attraction.

For example, if the operating portion 205 of the rotary
knob 20 is rotated in a counterclockwise direction, the
second magnetic body 21 is integrally rotated, and the
inward protrusions 21a move from the rotation position at
which the inward protrusions oppose the outward protru-
sions 11a of the first magnetic body 11. At this time, since
the magnetic flux from the magnet 12 flows to pass through
the outward protrusions 11a and the inward protrusions 21a,
as shown in FIG. 9, the magnetic attraction is generated
between the outward protrusions 11a and the inward pro-
trusions 21a, and the magnetic attraction operates to sup-
press the rotation of the second magnetic body 21.

If the operating portion 205 of the rotary knob 20 is
further rotated in a counterclockwise direction, since the
outward protrusions 11a and the inward protrusions 21a are
disposed in plural along the circumferential direction, the
inward protrusions 21a of the second magnetic body 21 are
close to the outward protrusions 11a adjacent to the defined
position. As shown in FIG. 10, if the inward protrusions are
away from the rotation position opposing the outward pro-
trusions 1la at the defined position and are close to the
adjacent outward protrusions 11a, the magnetic attraction is
generated between the outward protrusions 1la, and the
magnetic attraction operates to promote the rotation to the
opposing position between the outward protrusions 11a and
the inward protrusion 21a.

Since the magnetic attraction between the outward pro-
trusions 11a¢ and the inward protrusions 21a repeatedly
performs the operation of suppressing the rotation and the
operation of promoting the rotation according to the rotation
operation of the rotary knob 20, the click feeling which is the
operation feeling of the rotary knob 20 is obtained.

In the present embodiment, the magnet 12 is a permanent
magnet molded in an annular shape, and the opposing
surfaces 12a and 124 facing each other are disposed verti-
cally and are magnetized to two poles of the upper pole and
the lower pole including the opposing surfaces 12a and 124.
By magnetizing the magnetic material, in which the oppos-
ing surfaces 12a and 124 facing each other are disposed
vertically and molded in an annular shape, through a mag-
netization device magnetizing vertically, the magnet 12 can
be manufactured. The shape of the magnet 12 is a simple
cylindrical annular shape and the structure of the magnet is
a simple structure in which the magnetization direction is a
constant direction, and thus, the magnet 12 is easily manu-
factured.

In addition, the yokes 13 and 14 are formed as separate
members, and thus, it is easy to form the outward protrusions
13a and 14a to the yokes 13 and 14. In addition, since the
first magnetic body 11 can be obtained only by interposing
the upper surface and the lower surface of the magnet 12
with the yokes 13 and 14, compared to a structure in which
a magnet having a complicated shape is integrally molded,
the manufacturing is easier. Accordingly, since molding
means for forming the magnet having a complicated shape
is not required and complicated magnetizing means in which
positions are slightly deviated and magnetized is not
required, it is possible to decrease the cost of the click
feeling generating portion 10.

In the rotary input device 1 of the present embodiment,
the click feeling of 16 times can be obtained when the rotary
knob 20 is rotated once. In addition, this number is not
limited. If the number of the outward protrusions 11a and the
inward protrusions 21a or a pitch in the circumferential
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direction is changed, the frequency of the click feeling when
the rotary knob is rotated once, the click feeling by the
rotation position, or the like can be changed.

In addition, it is possible to change the click feeling
according to shapes of the outward protrusions 11a and the
inward protrusions 21a. FIG. 11 is an example of the
outward protrusions 1la and the inward protrusions 21a
having shapes different from FIG. 6. FIG. 12 is an explana-
tory view in which rotary torque by the magnetic attraction
in examples shown in FIGS. 6 and 11 is compared. As shown
in FIG. 12, in the shapes of the outward protrusions 11a and
the inward protrusions 21a of FIGS. 6 and 11, the rotary
torques by the magnetic attraction are different from each
other. Accordingly, the click feeling obtained by the rotary
input device 1 is different.

Hereinafter, effects according to the present embodiment
will be described.

The rotary input device 1 of the present embodiment
includes the first annular magnetic body 11 in which the
plurality of outward protrusions 11a protruding toward the
outside in the radial direction are disposed along the cir-
cumferential direction, the second annular magnetic body 21
in which the plurality of inward protrusions 21a formed to
oppose the outward protrusions 11a of the first magnetic
body 11 are disposed in the circumferential direction, and
the rotary knob 20 that relatively rotates the first magnetic
body 11 and the second magnetic body 21. The first mag-
netic body 11 includes the magnet 12 in which opposing
surfaces 12a and 125 facing each other are vertically dis-
posed and which is magnetized to two poles of the upper
pole and the lower pole including the opposing surfaces 12a
and 124, the pair of yokes 13 and 14 that interposes the
opposing surfaces 12a and 125 of the magnet 12 vertically,
and the outward protrusions 11a (13a) and 11a (14a) formed
on the pair of yokes 13 and 14.

According to this configuration, the upper surface and the
lower surface (opposing surfaces 12a and 12b) of the
magnet 12 vertically magnetized to two poles are interposed
by the yokes 13 and 14, and the outward protrusions 13a and
14a are formed on the yokes 13 and 14, and thus, it is
possible to effectively transmit the magnetic flux of the
magnet 12 to opposing magnetic bodies. Therefore, the
magnetic attraction is increased, and it is possible to improve
the click feeling generated when the rotary knob 20 is
operated by the change of the magnetic attraction. In addi-
tion, it is possible to securely stop the rotary knob 20 while
the rotation position in which the inward protrusions 21a
and the outward protrusions 1la oppose each other is
defined as the defined position. Moreover, unlike a mecha-
nism in which the click feeling is applied by a friction force
of a sliding portion, since the click feeling can be applied in
a non-contact manner by the magnetic attraction, it is
possible to decrease an operation sound. In addition, strong
click feeling can be generated in a non-contact manner, and
thus, deterioration due to the friction is decreased.

Moreover, since the magnet 12 is vertically magnetized,
a simple structure is obtained even when the magnet is an
annular shape, and the manufacturing of the magnet is easy.
In addition, since a single magnetization is sufficient with
respect to the entire annular magnetic body, it is possible to
decrease the cost.

Accordingly, it is possible to provide the rotary input
device 1 in which the cost can be decreased and the click
feeling is improved.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 13 is an exploded perspective view showing a rotary
knob 30 and the click feeling generating portion 10 in a
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rotary input device 2 of a second embodiment. FIG. 14 is a
cross-sectional view of the rotary input device 2 which is cut
similar to that in FIG. 5.

In the rotary input device 2 of the second embodiment, the
rotary knob 30 and a case member 41 are different from
those of the rotary input device 1 of the first embodiment.
Other members are the same as in the first embodiment, and
thus, the same reference numerals are used, and the descrip-
tions thereof are omitted.

The rotary knob 30 is a molding member that includes a
cylindrical operating portion 305, and a shaft portion 30a
that is concentrically formed with the operating portion 305.
The rotary knob 30 is accommodated in the case member 41
that rotatably supports the rotary knob 30, and the operating
portion 305 protrudes from an opening of the case member
41.

As shown in FIG. 13, in the rotary input device 2 of the
present embodiment, a sliding portion 32 having a continu-
ous concave shape 32a and a continuous convex shape 325
is formed on the lower surface of the rotary knob 30.
Moreover, as shown in FIG. 14, a spherical body 33 and an
elastic member 35 biasing the spherical body 33 are dis-
posed between the case member 41 and the rotary knob 30.
The spherical body 33, the elastic member 35 biasing the
spherical body 33, and the sliding portion 32 including the
continuous concave shape 324 and the continuous convex
shape 326 formed on the rotary knob 30 configure the cam
member. In the sliding portion 32, the rotation position at
which the inward protrusions 21a and the outward protru-
sions 11a oppose each other becomes a maximum point of
the concave shape 324, and the rotation position correspond-
ing to an intermediate position of the inward protrusion 21a
and the outward protrusion 11a becomes a maximum point
of the convex shape 326 when the inward protrusions 21a
and the outward protrusions 11a are relatively rotated. When
viewed from the rotary knob 30, the spherical body 33
relatively moves on the sliding portion 32 against an elastic
force applied from the elastic member 35 according to the
operation of the rotary knob 30.

The cam member positions the rotary knob 30 with the
rotation position at which the inward protrusions 21a and the
outward protrusions 1la oppose each other as the defined
position, and applies the operation reaction force to the
rotary knob 30 when the rotary knob 30 is rotated from the
defined position. Accordingly, it is possible to prevent the
rotary knob 30 from not being stopped and being continu-
ously vibrated, and it is possible to limit the continuous
rotation. Moreover, since the click feeling is generated by
the change of the magnetic attraction, the operation reaction
force generated in the cam member may be decreased. If so,
the friction force or the like applied to the cam member is
decreased.

Hereinafter, effects according to the present embodiment
will be described.

In the rotary input device 2 of the present embodiment,
the case member 41 that rotatably supports the rotary knob
30 is provided, and the cam member is provided between the
case member 41 and the rotary knob 30. The cam member
positions the rotary knob 30 with the rotation position at
which the inward protrusions 21a and the outward protru-
sions 11a oppose each other as the defined position, and
applies the operation reaction force to the rotary knob 30
when the rotary knob 30 is rotated from the defined position.
According to this configuration, since the cam member
applies the operation reaction force to the rotary knob 30, it
is possible to prevent the rotary knob 30 from not being
stopped and being continuously vibrated, and it is possible
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to limit the continuous rotation. Moreover, since the click
feeling is generated by the change of the magnetic attraction,
the operation reaction force generated in the cam member
may be decreased. Accordingly, since the friction force or
the like applied to the cam member is decreased, wear is
decreased and the lifespan can be lengthened.

The cam member includes the spherical body 33, the
elastic member 35 biasing the spherical body 33, and the
sliding portion 32 including the continuous concave shape
32a and the continuous convex shape 3256 formed on the
rotary knob 30. In the sliding portion 32, the rotation
position at which the inward protrusions 21a and the out-
ward protrusions 11a oppose each other becomes the maxi-
mum point of the concave shape 32q, and the rotation
position corresponding to the intermediate position of the
inward protrusion 21a and the outward protrusion 1la
becomes the maximum point of the convex shape 326 when
the inward protrusions 21a and the outward protrusions 11a
are relatively rotated. The spherical body 33 relatively
moves on the sliding portion 32 against the elastic force
applied from the elastic member 35 according to the opera-
tion of the rotary knob 30. According to this configuration,
since the cam member can be configured by a simple
structure, it is possible to decrease the cost. In addition, since
the click feeling is generated by the change of the magnetic
attraction, it is possible to decrease the elastic force of the
elastic member 35 generating the operation reaction force,
and thus, the operation sound or the wear due to the sliding
is not easily generated.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 15 is a cross-sectional view showing a rotary input
device 3 of a third embodiment. FIG. 16 is an explanatory
view showing flows of the magnetic flux of a first magnetic
body and a second magnetic body in a B portion of FIG. 15.

In the rotary input device 3 of the third embodiment, a
second magnetic body 61 is different from that of the rotary
input device 1 of the first embodiment. Other members are
the same as in the first embodiment, and thus, the same
reference numerals are used, and the descriptions thereof are
omitted.

As shown in FIG. 15, the rotary input device 3 of the third
embodiment includes the second magnetic body 61, a mag-
net 62, and a pair of yokes 63 and 64. The second magnetic
body 61 is positioned vertically (Z1-72 direction) by a fixing
member 25, and is inserted to be fixed to the operating
portion 205 of the rotary knob 20.

As shown in FIG. 16, in the rotary input device 3 of the
present embodiment, the first magnetic body 11 includes the
magnet 12, the pair of yokes 13 and 14, and the outward
protrusions 13a and 14a formed on the pair of yokes 13 and
14. Moreover, as shown in FIG. 16, the second magnetic
body 61 includes an inward protrusion 61la. The inward
protrusion 61a of the second magnetic body 61 is formed in
two rows of upper and lower portions (inward protrusion
63a of yoke 63 and inward protrusion 64a of yoke 64) to
oppose the outward protrusion 114 of the first magnetic body
11 (outward protrusion 13a of yoke 13 and outward protru-
sion 14a of yoke 14). The magnet 12 of the first magnetic
body 11 and the magnet 62 of the second magnetic body 61
are positioned to be vertically inverted to each other and to
be magnetized. Moreover, the inward protrusion 61a and the
outward protrusion 1la are disposed so that the rotation
position at which the inward protrusion 61a and the outward
protrusion 11a oppose each other becomes a defined posi-
tion.
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As shown in FIG. 16, the first magnetic body 11 and the
second magnetic body 61 include the magnets 12 and 62,
respectively, and the magnets 12 and 62 are disposed to
attract each other. Accordingly, the magnetic attraction is
generated between the first magnetic body 11 and the second
magnetic body 61, and the first magnetic body and the
second magnetic body are stable in the defined position at
which the inward protrusion 21a and the outward protrusion
11a oppose each other. If the operating portion 205 of the
rotary knob 20 is rotated from the defined position, the
operation feeling is generated by the magnetic attraction.

Hereinafter, effects according to the present embodiment
will be described.

In the rotary input device 3 of the present embodiment,
the first magnetic body 11 includes the magnet 12, the pair
of'yokes 13 and 14, and the outward protrusions 13a and 14a
formed on the pair of yokes 13 and 14. The second magnetic
body 61 includes the magnet 62, the pair of yokes 63 and 64,
and the inward protrusions 63a and 64a formed on the pair
of yokes 63 and 64. The magnet 12 of the first magnetic
body 11 and the magnet 62 of the second magnetic body 61
are positioned to be vertically inverted to each other and to
be magnetized. In addition, the inward protrusion 6la is
formed in two rows of upper and lower portions (inward
protrusion 63a of yoke 63 and inward protrusion 64a of yoke
64) to oppose the outward protrusion 11a of the first mag-
netic body 11 (outward protrusion 13a of yoke 13 and
outward protrusion 14a of yoke 14), and the inward protru-
sion 61a and the outward protrusion 11a are disposed so that
the rotation position at which the inward protrusion 61a and
the outward protrusion 11a oppose each other becomes the
defined position.

According to this configuration, the first magnetic body
11 and the second magnetic body 61 include the magnets 12
and 62, respectively, the magnets 12 and 62 are disposed to
attract each other, and thus, it is possible to further increase
the magnetic attraction. Accordingly, the magnetic attraction
is increased, and an improved click feeling is easily
obtained.

Fourth Embodiment

FIG. 17 is a block diagram showing a rotary input device
4 of a fourth embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 18
is a cross-sectional view showing the rotary input device 4
of the fourth embodiment. FIG. 19 is an explanatory view
showing flows of magnetic flux of the first magnetic body 71
and the second magnetic body 21 in a C portion of FIG. 18.

As shown in FIG. 17, the rotary input device 4 of the
present embodiment includes a click feeling generating
portion 70 and a click feeling controller 80 controlling the
click feeling generating portion 70. In addition, as shown in
FIG. 18, the first magnetic body 71 includes a magnet 72 and
a pair of yokes 73 and 74. In addition, the magnet 72 is an
electromagnet that includes a core material 75 and a coil
material 76 wound around the core material 75. Other
members are the same as in the first embodiment, and thus,
the same reference numerals are used, and the descriptions
thereof are omitted.

The click feeling generating portion 70 is disposed so that
the first magnetic body 71 and the second magnetic body 21
are relatively rotated. In the present embodiment, the first
magnetic body 71 includes outward protrusions 71a. The
pair of yokes 73 and 74 is magnetic materials molded in an
annular shape, and in the present embodiment, a steel
material is used. The outward protrusion 71a of the first
magnetic body 71 is formed to be divided into an outward
protrusion 73a of the yoke 73 and an outward protrusion 74a
of the yoke 74 of the upper portion and the lower portion.

10

15

20

25

30

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

The core material 75 is a magnetic material formed in a
cylindrical shape, and in the present embodiment, a steel
material is used. The coil material 76 is wound around the
outer circumference of the core material 75, and the coil
material 76 is connected to the click feeling controller 80 by
a wire (not shown). The coil material 76 is energized, and
thus, the magnet 72 is excited, and a state where the magnet
is magnetized to two poles of the upper portion and the
lower portion is realized.

The inward protrusion 21a of the second magnetic body
21 and the outward protrusion 71a of the first magnetic body
71 are disposed so that the rotation position at which the
inward protrusion and the outward protrusion oppose each
other becomes the defined position. At this time, the coil
material 76 is energized, and thus, the magnetic attraction is
generated between the first magnetic body 11 and the second
magnetic body 21, and the first magnetic body and the
second magnetic body are stable in the defined position at
which the inward protrusions 21a and the outward protru-
sions 71a oppose each other. If the operating portion 205 of
the rotary knob 20 is rotated from the defined position,
operation feeling is generated by the magnetic attraction.

When the coil material 76 is not energized, the magnet 72
is not magnetized, and the magnetic attraction may not be
generated. In this state, the click feeling is not generated
even when the operating portion 205 of the rotary knob 20
is rotated, and it is possible to freely rotate the operating
portion. Meanwhile, if the energized current is increased,
strong magnetic attraction can be generated, and thus, it is
possible to obtain a strong click feeling at a predetermined
rotation angle according to the output of the rotation detec-
tion portion 50. Accordingly, it is possible to control the
magnetic attraction, and thus, it is possible freely change the
operation feeling.

Moreover, similar to the pair of yokes 73 and 74, the core
material 75 is formed in an annular shape, the coil material
76 is wound around the outer circumference. However, the
coil material may be disposed to be distributed on a portion
of the circumference. For example, according to the dispo-
sition of the outward protrusion 71a, the core material 75
and the coil material 76 are disposed on each position.

Hereinafter, effects according to the present embodiment
will be described.

In the rotary input device 4 of the present embodiment,
the magnet 72 is an electromagnet that includes the core
material 75 and the coil material 76 wound around the core
material 75. According to this configuration, the magnet 72
is an electromagnet, and since it is possible to control the
magnetic attraction by energizing the coil material 76, it is
possible to freely change the operation feeling.

As above, embodiments of the present invention are
described in detail. However, the present invention is not
limited to the above-described embodiments, and various
modifications may be performed within a scope which does
not depart from the gist. For example, the following modi-
fications are possible, and the modifications are also
included in the technical range of the present invention.

(1) In the first embodiment, the second magnetic body 21
is fixed to the operating portion 206 of the rotary knob 20,
and the first magnetic body 11 is fixed to the case member
40. However, the first magnetic body 11 may be fixed to be
integrally rotated with the shaft portion 20a of the rotary
knob 20. FIGS. 20 and 21 are cross-sectional views showing
a first modification of the first embodiment. In the present
modification, it is possible to press the rotary knob 20, and
in order to obtain the click feeling according to the pushing-
down operation, the shapes of the first magnetic body 11 and
the second magnetic body 21 are studied. In addition, in
FIGS. 20 and 21, a mechanism for detecting the rotation and
the pushing-down is omitted.
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(2) In the first embodiment, the rotary shaft of the rotary
knob 20 is fixed and the rotation operation is performed.
However, the embodiment may be modified so that a tilting
operation is also performed. FIGS. 22 and 23 are cross-
sectional views showing a second modification of the first
embodiment. In the present modification, the tilting opera-
tion of the rotary knob 20 is possible, and in order to obtain
the click feeling according to the tilting operation, it is
devised that the second magnetic body 21 is integrally tilted
with the rotary knob 20. In addition, in FIGS. 22 and 23, a
mechanism for detecting the tilting and the pushing-down is
omitted.

(3) In the first and second embodiments, the magnet 12 is
used in the first magnetic body 11. However, the embodi-
ments may be modified so that the magnet is used on the
second magnetic body 21 side.

(4) In the first to fourth embodiments, the pair of yokes
includes the vertical outward protrusions. However, the
outward protrusion may be formed on only one of the upper
yoke and the lower yoke. However, since the yoke in which
the outward protrusion is not formed does not have a
function generating the click feeling, the obtained click
feeling is weak. In addition, if a magnet that is more strongly
magnetized is used, it is possible to prevent the click feeling
from being decreased.

(5) In the first to fourth embodiment, if the number of the
outward protrusions and the inward protrusions or the pitch
in the circumference direction is changed, it is possible to
change the frequency of the click feeling when being rotated
once, the click feeling by the rotation position, or the like.
Moreover, the number of the outward protrusions and the
number of the inward protrusions may not be the same as
each other. Since the strength of the click feeling generated
at the rotation angle at which the outward protrusion and the
inward protrusion oppose each other is dependent on the
number of the opposing outward protrusions and inward
protrusions, it is possible to change the click feeling by the
rotation position.

In addition, in the first to fourth embodiments, the rotary
knob is provided. However, instead of the rotary knob or in
a portion of the rotary knob, a lever member which performs
an arc-like operation may be attached to protrude to the side.
In this case, the rotation center of the lever member may be
coaxial with the rotation center of the rotary input device. In
the strength of the click feeling generated when the opera-
tion is performed via the lever member, stronger click
feeling may be generated by disposing the rotary input
devices on both sides while interposing the lever member.

It should be understood by those skilled in the art that
various modifications, combinations, sub-combinations and
alterations may occur depending on design requirements and
other factors insofar as they are within the scope of the
appended claims of the equivalents thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A rotary input device comprising:

a first annular magnetic body having a plurality of first

protrusions outwardly protruding in a radial direction
and disposed along a circumferential direction thereof;
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a second annular magnetic body having a plurality of
second protrusions protruding inwardly in a radial
direction and disposed along a circumferential direc-
tion thereof, each of the second protrusions being
configured to oppose corresponding one of the plurality
of first protrusions;

a rotary knob configured to rotate the first magnetic body
and the second magnetic body with respect to each
other,

a case member configured to rotatable support the rotary
knob; and

a cam member provided between the case member and the
rotary knob,

wherein the cam member is configured to position the
rotary knob with a standard position at which the first
and second protrusions face each other, and apply an
operation reaction force to the rotary knob when the
rotary knob is rotated from the standard position,

and wherein at least one of the first annular magnetic body
and the second annular magnetic body includes:

a magnet magnetized to have an upper pole and a lower
pole on a pair of opposing surfaces thereof; and

a pair of yokes having the first or second protrusions,
the pair of yokes interposing the magnet therebe-
tween so as to face the opposing surfaces of the
magnet.

2. The rotary input device according to claim 1,

wherein the cam member includes:

a sliding portion formed on the rotary knob, the sliding
portion having a plurality of successively-formed
concaves and convexes;

elastic members disposed in the case member; and

spherical bodies provided between the sliding portion
and the case member such that the elastic body
biases the spherical bodies against the sliding por-
tion,

wherein the spherical bodies align with a concave shape
of the concaves when the rotary knob is in the standard
position at which the first and second protrusions face,
and

wherein the spherical bodies move along the sliding
portion against an elastic force applied from the elastic
members as the rotary knob is rotated.

3. The rotary input device according to claim 1,

wherein each of the first annular magnetic body and the
second annular magnetic body includes the magnet,
and the pair of yokes having the first or second pro-
trusions, and

wherein the magnet of the first annular magnetic body and
the magnet of the second annular magnetic body are
magnetized in opposite directions.

4. The rotary input device according to claim 1,

wherein the magnet is an electromagnet including a core
and a coil wound around the core.
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